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Dear Reader,

What youhave in your hands represents work from7thand8thgraderswhohavespentmonths
studying topics of interest to them and prepare a summary for them. As a teacher I have
endeavored to provide space and support for them but not to influence their approach in any
way. So why do this project at all?

For the first half of the year, we spend time solving problems that the studentsmay find difficult.
The purpose is two-fold; to get them to practice persevering in challengingmathematical tasks
and to get them to see that math can have meaning in their lives. At the end of the first half of
the year they are introduced to this project and told that we are going to spend 4-5 days per
month working on their chosen topic in order to give them an opportunity to truly make a
difference.

Theywant tomakeadifference.Mystudentswant toendhomelessness.Mystudentswant safe
streets and communities. My students want children to have safe drinking water. My students
want a better world for everyone, children who cannot read and opioid users. Andmy students
are future voters. I want to empower them to have a voice in the world that will come after us.

They have already made a difference too. One student who did this project many years ago
went on to join a group that changed the smoking age in Minnesota from 18 to 21. I can’t say
that this project caused that change, but that student knew what was possible after doing this
project. Who knows what else they will change moving forward when they are given the tools
to understand how to impact their world.

Are their positions polished? Sometimes, after all they are 13- and 14-year-olds. Theymay not
have themost nuancedviewsof thepolicies, but if youengagewith themandunderstandwhere
they are coming from you can see they are earnest. Engage, learn, and have hope that the
future is bright with these young people.

Thomas Totushek
Saint Paul Public Schools Math Teacher
Open World Learning Community
Tom.Totushek@spps.org
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Group 1

Traffic Fatalities in MN vs.
MN Spending on Transportation

Adelaide S. (64A), Samir K. (65A), Zinabu P. (67A), and Atlas S. (67B)

TamaraFreiborgwasdrivingWestalongHighway12.Due tosome roadpatching that hadbeen
done in the area, the rumble strip (which alerts drivers that they are crossing into oncoming
traffic) along the yellow line was less pronounced, and they didn’t realize they had drifted over
the line. They collided head-onwith a semi-truck andwere pronounceddeadat the scenewhen
police arrived to investigate. The car driving directly behind Tamara also collided, but the driver
survived. Tamara’s case is one of the many fatal driving accidents in MN.



We are suggesting spending more on transportation safety in order to lower driver fatalities in
MN. We understand that the number of fatal car accidents will go up with more people driving,
but it should still be a priority to keep as many people safe on the roads as possible.

“Chelsea was not
the first one to die
on this highway,
nor will she be
the last.”

We are studying the relationship between transportation spending and the deaths from traffic-
related incidents. All of our data is from the MNDepartment of Transportation and the General
Fund Spending chart, released by the budget council. The graph shows the general upward
trend of both transportation spending but we see that traffic deaths are rising very little.



Group 2

Teen Pregnancy vs.
Health Care Spending

Rosie D. (65B), Amos L.H. (65A), and Olivia T. (64B)

Every year there are upwards of 2000 teen births. One of these people is Tessily Gregory. She
becamepregnantat 15.Shesaidoneof thehardest partswasbreaking thenews toherparents.
Her parents were fully supportive of her from the start. This though isn't the case for all teen
moms.Reducing teenbirths is crucial due to its impact onvariousaspectsof teenandchildwell-
being. Comprehensive sex education and access to contraception empower teens to make
informed choices and reduce unintended pregnancies. Support systems like counseling and
parenting resources play a vital role in improving outcomes for teen parents and their children.
Lack of such support can lead to increased challenges and unhappiness among teen parents,
highlighting the importance of comprehensive approaches to address teen births effectively.



As a society, we have a responsibility to provide our adolescents with the necessary support
to prevent teen births. By investing strategically in healthcare and ensuring that contraceptives
are affordable, we can effectively decrease the number of teen pregnancies. Policymakers
must continue to prioritize and sustain their support for teen pregnancy healthcare, andmaking
contraceptives easily accessible during school hours can play a pivotal role in reducing teen
birth rates.

Increased healthcare spending on teen pregnancy support
reduces teen pregnancies. Continue focusing on reducing
pregnancy rates while offering support to pregnant teens.

Our group has been studying teen births in MN. We used the University of MN sexual report,
and the General Fund Spending by Major Area to collect our data. Our graph represents the
amount of money and inflation put into preventing teen pregnancies and howmany teen births
there are. In our chart, the first line shows how there has been an increase in healthcare
spending from 2007 to 2020. Our second line shows how with an increase in healthcare
spending there has been a decrease in teen births from 2007 to 2020.



Group 3

Lead Pipe Exposure in Minnesota vs.
State Spending on Health

Amelia K. (40B,) Rafael P. (65B), Dot L.C. (64B), and Aubrey M. (66A)

Childrenwho have been diagnosedwith lead poisoning are affected by it everyday. One young
toddler, who will stay anonymous for her privacy, is one of them. The lead poisoning that had
settled in her brain made learning in school very difficult for her. But like any kid, she wanted
to reach her full potential just like everyone else. She forced herself to put in more and more
effort into school, but no matter what she did the lead had permanently damaged her brain
development. Her teachers would describe her as ‘hot headed’ and ‘impulsive’ due to the lead
in her blood, something out of her control. Even as anadult she never fully recovered. This child
most likely got lead poisoning because her school water pipes, which tested positive for lead.
Children in MN have to live with lead poisoning everyday just like this little girl, and we want to
put a stop to it so no more children have to suffer.



As seen on our graph, the more money that the MN health department is spending on health
and human services, including replacing lead laced pipelines, the lessMinnesotan children are
diagnosed with high blood lead levels. Today we ask that you continue investing money into
replacing these pipes so that no more children have to suffer from the awful effects that lead
hasonyourbrainandbody.Theseeffects includeslowinggrowthandbraindevelopmentwhich
can result in a lower IQ, Learning disabilities, and underperformance in schools. The
Department of health and human services has also stated that lead poisoning can lead to
cancer, high blood pressure, and reproductive health issues.

We need your investment for this problem to be resolved, so
no more children suffer from degrading water systems that
poison our children.

Our project is about lead pipe exposure to children in Minnesota. We have gathered our data
from theMinnesota HealthOrganization (MNHO), and general fund by spending areawebsite.
Our first dataset shows theamountofmoney theMNHOisspending towards lowering leadpipe
exposure before adjusting it with inflation in 2024. Our second data set shows the money the
MNHO is putting towards lead pipe exposure after adjusting it to inflation in 2024.Our third data
set shows the amount of Minnesota children with a 5+ μg/dL (micrograms of lead per deciliter
of blood) andour 4th is the amount of childrenwith 15+μg/dL. Theaverageblood test for a child
without lead poisoning should show about 1.4 μg/dL. When a child has lead poisoning, it can
seriously affect their health. This can include damage to their nervous system and their brain,
and can slow down their development and growth. It can also result in learning, hearing, and
behavior problems.



Group 4

Funding Public Safety and Corrections
vs. Violent Crime Rate in Minnesota
Ronin E. (64A), Atom P. (65A), Joseph S. (66A), and Charles H. (67A)

Omari Amili at the age of 16 was intrigued by living a life of luxury. This interest led him to start
committing bank fraud that would give him the money to live this lavish lifestyle. But these
crimes caught up to him when he was 21 getting charged with 30 felony’s. Even though Omari
was released after 2 years, the effects of having thatmany felonies on your record haunted him
for many years. But Omari was able to flip his GED degree into a master and that enabled him
to be able to get 3more degrees at UW tacoma. After getting his degrees he became a teacher
and public speaker.



Our group is studying the funding of public safety and corrections vs. the amount of violent
crime. We gathered our data using the Minnesota general fund spending chart after gathering
our data we used the cpi inflation calculator to account for inflation. On our graph the red line
shows public safety and corrections spending and the blue shows violent crime rate per
100,000 people. The combination of the lines shows the amount spent on public safety and
corrections and how it correlates with crime rate. Our graph shows that the more we spend on
public safety and corrections, the violent crime rate goes down.

As you spend on public safety and corrections, the Violent crime rate goes down. This
concludes that it actually matters the higher you spend on public safety and corrections,
because the violent crime rate will be lowered. So we are asking you to keep spending at this
rate. According to our graph if you keep spending at this rate crime will completely disappear.
But if you stop spending the crime rate will go up so please keep spending at this rate. The ROÍ

As the spending
on Public safety
and corrections
goes up,Violent
crime rate goes
down. If you keep
spending at this
rate the violent
crime rate will
keep going down,
so please keep
spending at this
rate.



Group 5

Homeless Count in MN vs.
MN Spending on Economics and

Workforce Development
Nazera K. (65A), Myya W. (66B), Kendall J. (67B), and Hajaara S. (65A)

Theover-representationofBlackwomen in thehomelesspopulation is not byaccident.Women
are more responsible for taking care of children and the elderly so they have less time to
commute, which means they have less time at work. They are not making as much money as
they could be. Issues of mental health, poverty, and domestic violence are not exclusive to
Black women. However, Black women experience the impact of these conditions with a
different intensity.



We are studying the homeless count in MN vs MN spending on economics and workforce
development. Our group got the homeless count from 2014-2021 from the Point In Time
Counts, our Economics and Workforce Development spending from the General Fund
Spending by Major Area. The homeless rate overall and for persons of color is slowly
decreasing. The Economic and Workforce Development spending is also slowly decreasing.
To lower both homeless counts and increased spending in Economic and Workforce
Development should increase.

It is known that steep health care costs exist among individuals that experience homelessness.
It’s expensive for the homeless because most of them experience poor health and use the
Emergency Room. Furthermore, in big cities a major challenge is affordable housing for the
homeless. If the state spendsmoremoney tohelp thehomelessget better jobs, theywill beable
to afford homes.

Having homeless people is expensive and helping people
get better jobs will help lower the number of homeless
people.



Group 6

Rate of Traffic Injuries and Fatalities
vs. State Funding Towards Road

Maintenance
Erik I. (64B), Julian S. (64B), Phoojywg K. (67A), and Rowan S. (64A)

A teenage girl, Cecelia Braun, received a grave brain injury in a car accident in late summer
of 2023. She was driving in the intersection of 35W and County Road 2, which was repeatedly
complained about because of poor sight lines, high speed differentials, and a prominent blind
spot thatmade it difficult to see 50mile-per-hour traffic coming fromCountyRoad 2. Braunwas
transported toHennepinCountyMedicalCenter and remained in the ICU for about amonthand
a half. This accident and many other accidents on this same intersection could’ve been
prevented if the road was in a safer condition, which is why more effort needs to be made to
improve hazardous roads all across Minnesota.



We are studying the correlation between Traffic Injuries and Fatalities vs. State Funding
Towards Road Maintenance. We found this information through local new stations and
government websites. Our first line (blue) shows that funding on roads has increased in recent
years. Our second line (red) shows that the number of crashes has gone down in the past few
years. These lines together show that when funding towards improving roads increases, the
number of injuries and fatalities caused from accidents decreases.

Our project is about traffic injuries and fatalities vs roadmaintenance funding inMinnesota.Our
graph proves that the more funding towards road maintenance, the fewer traffic fatalities and
injuries occur. Minnesota’s strong climate and the high range of weather is a big contributor to
road accidents, and poor quality roads only make this worse. Funding towards public roads
would improve major and minor roads. For every one dollar we invest more in road
maintenance, we can expect two and a half dollars in benefits.

We would like to spend additional funding toward improving
roads because it will decrease injuries and fatalities.



Group 7

Minnesota State Spending on Public
Safety and Corrections vs. Rape Rates

Maisy W. (64A), Zania H. (64B), Abby H. (65B), and Louisa M. (66B)

In 2014, AbbyHonold, aUniversity ofMinnesota student, was raped by a fellow student, Daniel
Drill-Mellum.Abby felt unsafe forweeksafter shewasassaulted, andslept holdinga tasergiven
to her by her mom. Abby also suffered from PTSD and was unable to move without flashbacks
of the assault. She was given a lack of support from law enforcement officers, and was once
told by a police officer, “It doesn't sound like you said the word ‘no’ - boys really understand the
word ‘no’. You should try that next time.” In 2016, 2 years after she was raped, Abby spoke up
and shared her story to the public. Her case was recognized, and she was able to introduce a
federal bill, the Abby Honold Act, which aims to better train law enforcement for sexual assault
cases. As a result, Daniel was chargedwith two counts of third-degree criminal sexual conduct,
but only faced 74 months in prison. Although Abby’s story was heard and her assaulter was
convicted many other women and girls aren’t given the same opportunity.



We are asking policy makers to increase state spending on funding bills similar to the Abby
Honold Act, which is part of a trial period that will end this year, to better train law enforcement
officers for sexual assault cases. According to a Star Tribune investigation that reviewedmore
than 1,000 sexual assault cases in Minnesota, 75% were not forwarded to prosecutors. In
Minnesota, the number of rapes has gone up due to this lack of prosecution. In order to keep
thesenumbersdown,moreeffort to investigateandconvict sexual assault offenders is needed.
The expected ROI includes less rapes and more sexual assault offenders being convicted.

In order to decrease rape rates in Minnesota, we are asking
to increase state spending on better training law
enforcement officers for sexual assault cases.

We are studying Minnesota State Spending on Public Safety and Corrections vs Rape Rates.
We used data from General Fund Spending by Major Area and Crime Data Explorer. The
information for our paragraph was taken from AbbyHonold.com, Men as Peacemakers, and
Wikipedia. The graph above shows the rape rates per 100,000 residents, which is shown in the
red line, and how it corresponds with state spending on public safety and corrections, which is
shown in theblue line.Thisgraphshows that thenumberof rapesare risingdespite the increase
in public safety and corrections spending.



Group 8

MN Spending on Public Safety and
Corrections vs.

Spending on PreK-12 Education
Olivia S. (64A), Ireane V. (65A), Riley S. (64A), and Andre C. (65B)

Heartland Boys academy is a boarding school for troubled teens, it is a non-denominational
Christian Boarding school, it's a school that detaches troubled boys from the negative things
going on at home. They go on adventures and introduce teenage boys to be more motivated,
calling a lead way for teens to fulfill a purpose individually in Christ.

Heartland mostly works with boys who are troubled, under performing, and on a bad path.
Parents usually send their boys into this program to help put them on a better path and help to
grow within nature and Christ.



Our group is studying Minnesota spending on public safety and correctional spending vs.
spending on preK-12 education. We got our data from bis.gov inflation calculator and general
fund spending by major area. Education spending from 2010-2022 is increasing. During that
same period public safety and corrections also increased. However, education spending is
growing faster than public safety spending.

It is clear that the rate of increase of spending on PreK-12 is higher than the rate of increase
of Public Safety and Corrections. It would seem troubling if Public Safety and Corrections
increased faster than PreK-12, even if PreK-12 has higher spending yearly. We believe this is
very important for the future of our community.

The spending on preK- 12 education is outpacing spending
on public safety and corrections, and this is consistent with
our state’s values.



Group 9

College Graduation and Acceptance
Rate in MN vs. State Funding of the

College Education System
Nora X. (66B), Wesley S. (64B), Nabella G. (65B), and Annika R. (64B)

Mandi Conway is a non-graduate student that managed to get her job as a fundraiser because
of her skill sets and knowledge. She struggled with college and was very nervous because
college acceptance rates were pretty low back then, but the graduation rate stressed her out
even more. Her parents wanted her to attend University but she refused and dropped out of
college. She thought she wouldn’t find a job because she didn’t have a college degree, but
luckily found a job that suits her and she is now working hard.



Many colleges are starting to accept fewer people over time, although graduation rates do
increase, that’s because of the small amount of people actually getting into a college. Info from
Signature College Counseling shows that over the years, it gets harder to be accepted into a
college. Graduation rates are starting to rise, but even with a large graduation rate, some
students don’t manage to graduate and some end up dropping out of college. Even with more
money spent to support colleges, only the graduation rate increases while the acceptance rate
decreases over time.

Our studies show that college rates for graduation are taking over the rates for acceptance into
a college. Acceptance rates are slowly decreasing while the government spends money on
higher education, yet the graduation rate increases. Fewer people will have a chance to attend
college because of these slow changes, and some students end up dropping out because of
the college intuition fees. Although being a dropout seems bad, college non graduates can still
find a job, but the difference between the income for a college graduate and a college non
graduate is slowly widening. Jobs are focusing on the education one has from school
experience, so college non graduates are getting paid less than college graduates.

The dropout crisis overlooks disengaged students in school,
missing those who don't enjoy or benefit from it,
unaccounted for statistically.



Group 10

PreK-12th Educational Spending vs.
3rd Grade Reading Development

Onyx O. (64B), Lulu V. (65B), Jay S. (65B), and Tip K. (67B)

Wanda struggled with reading in elementary school. She never learned how to read in full
sentences, and never got the help she needed. In middle school during group reading, she
would stop on words she didn’t know and the teacher would then pass the reading on. Wanda
now has 4 kids and has to create stories that go along with pictures in the book to make up for
the fact she couldn't read it. When the kids got sick she would take out the medicine bottle but
couldn't read the labels, so she didn't know the dosage to give. The one thing she wanted to
accomplish the most is to learn how to read. She went back to school and could read simpler
words but the larger words are the ones she had issues with. She would get frustrated with
reading the words, but she would get back up and try again. She came a long way and she
couldn’t be more proud of herself.



We are studying PreK-12th grade reading development vs MN educational spending. We got
our data through the Inflation Calculator and the General Fund Spending by Major Area pdf.
Our first line on our graph says the percent of third graders meeting reading standards. Our
second says money spent by the Minnesota government on PreK-12 education. The
combination of our lines show the amount of money being spent is inclining, but the percent of
students meeting the reading standards is declining.

Not being able to read has amassive impact not only on the person that struggles with reading,
but can also have an effect on all the people they interact with and theworld around them.More
educational spending needs to be spent on having a direct intervention on not only reading but
PreK-12 learning as a whole.

Rather than simply increasing funds for educational
spending, funding targeted literacy intervention for kids who
are struggling will be more effective for combating illiteracy.



Group 11

Violent Crime Numbers vs.
MN Spending on Public Safety and

Corrections
Alex H. (64A), Chris Y. (47B), Leah C. (65A), and Matteo A.P. (64A)

In 2010 a man named, ‘Nick Firkus’ a 40 year old man, had hid his financial problems and the
bills that he said hewas taking care of fromhiswife.WhenNick finally told hiswife the truth they
got into a nasty fight that lasted a couple hours. They soon went to bed and around 6:30 in the
morning Heidi woke up to the sound of someone supposedly breaking into her house so she
called the police. Near the end of the call the operator heard a loud noise that soon followed
with a scream from Heidi shortly after. Around 65 seconds later Nick, Heidi’s husband called
911 fromHeidi’s phoneclaiming that someonehad forcedentryandshot himandhiswife,when
policearrived they foundHeidi deadandNickshot in the legand theyquickly tookhim tohospital
and treated him for a shotgun wound to the leg.



We are studying spending on Public Safety and Corrections versus Violent Crime Rates. We
got our data for violent crime rates from the Federal Bureau of Investigation Crime Data
Explorer. We found the spending on public safety and corrections (not adjusted for inflation) in
the General Spend Funding by Major Area PDF. We found our spending on public safety and
corrections adjusted for inflation in the same PDF. We ran the numbers through an inflation
calculator to find out the amount in today’s currency.Our graph shows the trend lines for violent
crime rates and public spending on safety and corrections over the ten years between
2010-2020. The blue line and its points represent the violent crime rates. The red represents
the spending on public safety and corrections.Overall Spending andViolent CrimeRates have
both gone up showing a positive correlation. Therefore spending more to prevent Violent
Crimes is not enough to reduce the rates and more needs to be done.

We are asking the Policy Makers to not increase the budget, but to use the money for other
important causes such as funds for the many homeless shelters so that they can be more
effective. The reason that we are saying not to increase the budget is because it is not causing
crime rates to go down, in fact, both spending and crime rates were going up from 2010-2020.
Therefore, we need to focus our money on different areas of safety, such as healthcare.

We need to stop
increasing our
spending because it
isn’t getting us
anywhere. We need
to use the money
for other causes,
like homelessness
and healthcare.

After he was treated for his wound he was taken to the police station for questioning. Nick said
he was getting a glass of water from the bathroom when he heard someone trying to open the
front door and he grabbed his shotgun and woke up Heidi telling her to call the police. He also
claims that he was trying to rush him and his wife down the stairs so they could escape but the
person who was trying to get in broke in and shot him and his wife and they ran off soon after.
Thiswas proven to be falsewhen a neighbor came forward and talked to police saying that they
had cameras to see what really happened and the cameras show that there was no one trying
to break in at any point of time. In 2021 the police soon had enough evidence to send Nick to
trial. On January 27th 2023 he was found guilty with two counts of murder and life in prison,
without a chance of parole.



Group 13

Suicide Rates vs. Minnesota Funds
Spent on Healthcare

Maggie J. (67A), Brisa BS. (65B), Beatrice C. (64B), and Jillian W. (67A)

In 2016, Hennepin County citizen Toni Plante lost her 15-year-old daughter, Ana, to suicide.
Ana had been struggling with her mental health for years and had attempted to overdose
several times in the past. Toni tookAna to see therapists, social workers and psychiatrists once
she saw Ana’s condition worsening. Ana was prescribed antidepressants and medication for
attention deficit disorder. Shortly after receivingmedication, Ana seemed to be recovering, and
Toni went out to walk their dogs. When she returned, Ana had taken her life. Toni had tried to
help Ana the best she could. Unfortunately, not all families are able to help their loved ones like
Toni was able to as a result of insurance and financial issues.



We looked at the rates of suicide in Minnesota compared to the amount of money spent on
healthcare in the state. We used the general fund spending by major areas to determine how
much the state spent on healthcare per year, then adjusted for inflation. The Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention allowed us to access the suicide rates and deaths by suicide
in Minnesota throughout the years. The data shows that although spending on healthcare has
risen, suicide rates have gone up, showing that the money being spent on healthcare in
Minnesota is not reaching those with mental health struggles in need of help.

In the U.S, 42% of adults cannot afford mental health help. Money going towards healthcare
is evidently not getting to those struggling with their mental health and therefore should be put
towardsmakingmental healthcareaffordable andaccessible to allMinnesota residents. 28.3%
of Minnesotans struggle with their mental health. If Minnesota healthcare spending went to
those 819,000 people, suicide rates would lower significantly. The benefits will include an
increase in jobs and available facilities for mental health help, less suicide attempts and
subsequently a decrease in hospital and emergency services, multiplying available hospital
beds. Affordable and attainable mental health help will foster a more content population,
benefitting the workforce and education systems due to increased regular attendance.

“28.3% of
Minnesotans
struggle with their
mental health. If
Minnesota
healthcare
spending went to
those 819,000
people, suicide
rates would lower
significantly.”



Group 14

Women’s and Men’s Pay in the
Workspace in MN vs. MN Spending on

Workplace and Economic
Development

Cecilia M. (66A), Charlie N. (65A) , Evelyn P. (64B), and Leo S. (67A)

Herwater brokeat 27weeks,whichmeansshewas in thehospital for amonth. Thebabieswere
born eight weeks early, whichmeansmomhad gone through all her sick timemuch earlier than
she thought she would. As a result, she had five weeks unpaid. Momwent back to work for two
weeks so that she could get back on her insurance over the summer, (because shewas paying
out of pocket for insurance she had to do COBRAwhich is about $2,000 amonth). She rushed
back to work before she was ready just to get insurance for three months over the summer.



Our graph represents that though the cost of workforce development in Minnesota has gone
up, women have still consistently been paid less than men.Data collected from the Bureau of
Labor Statistics ( BLS) U.S. The Department of Labor shows that despite theMNSpending on
Economic and Workforce Development only going up, women are still being paid less than
men. The two lines shown on the graph representing MN spending on workforce development
and cents on the male dollar, both are going up. This combination of lines shows that we must
find a different way to fix this unequal pay because it's clear that the current government
spending hasn’t changed much.

One of the primary drivers of gender pay inequality is the absence of paid Family andMaternity
leave for women. Childbirth and childcare demand significant physical and emotional labor
from mothers, often necessitating their full attention postpartum. Despite these challenges,
maternity leave is frequently unpaid, placing considerable financial strain on mothers. New
mothers are often having to return to work too early, missing out on important developmental
moments of their child.Particularly single mothers whomay facemonths without income when
they need it most. We strongly urge policymakers to institute a 12-week paid Maternity leave
policy for pregnant individuals andnewmothers.Providingpaid leavewould not only reduce the
likelihood of medical complications during and after pregnancy but also improve maternal and
infant health outcomes. For instance, paid leave enables mothers to prioritize their health,
enhancing fetal development and reducing the risk of health issues such as diabetes and
cancer. Moreover, by ensuring financial stability during this critical period, paidmaternity leave

When you're
stressed about
not having
enough in your
paycheck for
necessities, not
having paid
parental leave
just adds to the
level of stress of
being a mom.



Group 15

Funding For Transportation vs.
Crime on Public Transportation

Fintan G. (47B), Jarvez R. (65A) and Norman S. (64B)

In 2018 a Metro Transit bus driver was BRUTALLY attacked on the job. He was assaulted in
north Minneapolis on the Route 5 bus. A passenger caught the completely unprovoked attack
on camera and put it all over social media. "I don't know anybodywho can look at this video and
think that it is anything less than how disgusting and horrific this attack was," saidMetro Transit
spokesman Howie Padilla. The attack was so brutal that the bus driver left the bus driver with
blood on his nose and upper lip, an abrasion to his right eyelid, and several scrapes on his
forehead, according to the complaint. "When we saw the video on Facebook, we were
disgusted. When I saw it, I cried, “It was such a horrible attack." said Christy Bailly, Metro
Transit's director of bus transportation. The bus driver told authorities he was suffering from
double vision from the attack. 26 year old Sterling Verloz Smith is facing third degree assault
and obstruction of a transit vehicle.



Our graph shows how funding is trending slowly upwards and crime is skyrocketing on Metro
Transit. If funding from. Crime will continue upwards and surpass funding and so ridership will
continue its downward trend. Thismeans that its fundingwill probably go down because of less
demand and it will make people not want to go on the buses and trains. This makes it a more
appealing place to do criminal acts. The total ridership stats given to us by theMetropolitanCity
Council show that ridership has been decreasing slowly but steadily, probably because it’s still
recovering from Covid.

If you funded security for public transportation, people who used things like the bus to get to
work, an appointment, or a job interviewcould use the buswithout fearing for their safety. There
would be fewer instances where bus drivers are brutally attacked, and if people aren’t being
assaulted and there aren’t people committing crimes, then people won’t go to prison, which
woulddecrease thecrime rate, increaseprofits frompublic transportation, and improvesociety.
This, in turn, would benefit the world.

The more you spend on transportation, the more you make,
because your spending on safety makes people feel safer.



Group 16

Overdoses in MN vs. MN Spending on
Health and Human Services
Garrett W. (65B), Riley B. (67B), and Alexander P. (66A)

A friend ofmymomhad to deal withmultiple overdoseswithin the past two years; her niece and
husband. Her husband overdosed on a commonly found street drug that contained fentanyl.
Her niece died due to an overdose on an unknown drug in her beverage.

We’re studying overdoses in MN vs MN Spending on Health and Human Resources. We got
some of our data from the Minnesota Department of Health and Human Resources. Our lines
show that as the spending on health and human resources go up so do overdoses. Resources,
like money, are supportive when they are intentionally placed on interventions that have been
proven to be effective. Right now, people are dying becausewe're just throwingmoney around,
were not putting it in the right places like a rehabilitation center or an opioid den.



We’re not putting it in the right places like a rehabilitation center or anopioid den.Weneedmore
places like this so when people overdose they can get help. An organization that could use
funding is the South Side Harm Reduction Services.

The way money is being distributed is clearly not stopping
opioid overdoses. We must get resources and help people
with addictions.



Group 17

MN Homeless Count vs. State
Spending on Supportive Housing

Gabe Z. (65B), Noah L. (64B), and Lucas K. (64A)

David worked as a chimney sweep in Minneapolis for 23 years. However when the economy
crashed work dried up, leaving him jobless. This unfortunate turn of events led both David and
his wife down the path of homelessness, moving from one shelter to another. they find
themselves couch surfing, squeezed into a cramped apartment with friends. The thought of
being homelessness in Minnesota is simply unimaginable. David recounts a time when they
resided beneath a freeway bridge, feeling fortunate to have escaped unscathed when the
bridge collapsed



We are researching how the spending on supportive housing benefits the homelessness
problem in Minnesota. In the spreadsheet above you’ll find the year of the data on the far left,
next how many homelessness are in Minnesota in that year, then how much Minnesota spent
on supportive housing that year andwhat themoney looks like today is shown on the right. This
together shows the spending on homelessness and how that affected the number and f
homeless each year. We interpreted that data into a graph so the reader can get a better
understandingofwhat thespending tohomelessness ratio looks like.We foundmostofourdata
from the Department of Human Services yearly spending report.

Our ask of policymakers is to increase state spending on supportive housing based on theMN
homeless count data. By doing this we expect a decrease in homelessness rates and
associated social costs, leading to a more stable and healthier community. The expected ROI
includes reduced emergency service usage, healthcare costs, and criminal justice expenses,
with potential gains in productivity and quality of life for individuals. This ask is crucial as it
addresses a difficult issue in MN, offering a sustainable solution that benefits both individuals
experiencing homelessness and the community as a whole.

"Minnesota's homeless count reveals a dark reality. State
spending on supportive housing must increase to address
this urgent issue effectively."




