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Dear Reader, 

"is brie#ng book re!ects the work of the Open World Learning Commu-
nity (OWL) Algebra 1 students when they were introduced to the MN State 
Dashboard and dug deeper into what it means to live in MN.

Students worked with several experts and were assisted by educators along 
the way but the topics are their own. Some of the topics cover areas where 
the students feel the state of MN is doing a good job and some are areas that 
are critical of the state Budget.

My goals as their math teacher is to get them to take a position and analyze 
their position mathematically and become more engaged as citizens in state 
government. As you read this you will see evidence that the students have 
worked hard toward both of these goals.

Immense gratitude goes out to the O$ce of Management and Budget who 
has helped us access data from state spending.  Special thanks to Assistant 
Commissioner/Budget Director Margaret Kelly for reaching out to help us 
and instructing her sta% to help us out where they can.  Budget Division sta% 
members who were vital to this project include, but are not limited to: Jim 
King, Marianne Conboy, and Weston Merrick.

"ank you to the State Senators and Representatives who came out to sup-
port our students and listen to them.

"omas Totushek OWL Math Teacher 

“Don’t tell me what you value, show me your budget, and I’ll tell you what 
you value.”    Joe Biden



Student/Group District Locator





Group 1

"e Correlation between Cost of Correction 
and E12 Eduation

McG (64A), Ingrid (64A), and So#a (64A)
It seems like there would not be a connection between spending on education and on cost of corrections and 
public safety, but they are closer than you might think. Our graphs say the amount spent in these two areas 
has increased together. In our project, we will talk more about our graphs, and make suggestions for Minne-
sota’s budget.

Our graph demonstrates that the state spending on E12 education and on corrections and public safety have 
both been increasing at a pretty consistent pace, although E12 spending has been spending has been growing 
more rapidly than cost of corrections and public safety. "is shows that our state’s priorities are focused on 
education. "is pays o%, considering 92.4% of Minnesota students are high school graduates.

However, the cost to educate one student for a year is $12,643, which is much less than the cost to house one 
inmate for a year, which is $28,323. "is means if the number of prisoners and the number of students were 
equal, we would be spending more on corrections and public safety than we would on E12 education. You 
could say that this goes against our claims, but actually, since the number of prisoners in Minnesota is signi#-
cantly smaller than the number of students in Minnesota, the money given to cost of corrections and public 
safety is distributed across fewer people.



Our graph shows that both the spend-
ing on E12 education and on public 
safety and corrections have both been 
increasing steadily, and E12 spending 
has been growing more quickly.

A report by the US Bureau of a Justice found that there is an indirect correlation be-
tween rates of arrest and incarceration and educational attainment. 68% of inmates in 
state prisons across the US did not receive a high school diploma, whereas only 18% 
of the non-incarcerated population in the nation did not revive a high school diploma. 
"e most common reason that incarcerated individuals dropped out of high school 
was because of behavioral or academic problems, with 35% dropping out for that 
reason. In the general population, the most common reason for dropping out, with 
24%, was economic reasons, like needing a job.  A report by the Alliance for Excel-
lent Education found that Minnesota could save as much as $107,000,000 per year by 
increasing the graduation rate in males by 5 percentage points.

"e same report notes that the correlation between educational attainment and incar-
ceration is tied to racial equity. Students that have been suspended in the past are twice 
as likely as students that haven’t to drop out of high school, and African American 
students are twice as likely as non African Americans to get suspended. Latinos and 
African Americans are also extremely overrepresented in the Minnesota prison sys-
tem, with African Americans making up 35% of the prison population, but less than 
6% of the general population of Minnesota.

We suggest that the state focuses on funding programs that work to lower school sus-
pension and expulsion rates and especially those rates among minority students. "is 
will help lower the population of prisons in the future. We also believe that the state 
should work to further increase graduation rates, focusing speci#cally on the gradua-
tion rates of students of color. If the state makes calculated investments in educational 
programs, we believe they can also be an investment on public safety and corrections 
and an equal and diverse Minnesota community.



Group 2

Cost of Corrections vs. Violent Crime 

Henry (64B), Evan (54A), Samuel (67B)

Violent Crime Rank

Cost of Corrections

Violent crime happens all over the world and a%ects cost of corrections a lot. A Cottage Grove man was 
arrested for killing his wife and trying making it look like a suicide. On Nov. 13th Amy Allwine was found 
dead by o$cials. It appears that she had committed suicide. Upon further review they realized there was 
no evidence that she had shot the gun herself and seemed setup. "eir next door neighbor was shocked to 
hear the news and said that they were a happy couple and he never heard them have problems. Stephen also 
tried to pay people to kill his wife over several months and did it over the dark web. Stephen bought a drug 
that incapacitates people. "is drug was found in Amy's body a&er death. He will be sentenced to 40 years 
in prison for second degree murder. Forty years is quite a long time, and probably very costly. If they state 
puts more money into violent crimes then they can be paying less in cost of corrections and saving money. 



Our graph shows that when 
the violent crime rank goes 
up, the cost of corrections 
goes up. So if we put more 
money into stopping violent 
crime (and crime in general) 
we can level out the cost of 
corrections.

"e red dots and line are violent crime rank and the purple is cost of cor-
rections over time.  Our graph shows that the data of cost of corrections 
and crime rank are mostly parallel but have been getting farther apart but 
we predict that it will steady out. Because people are staying in prison there 
will be less criminals out in society so the violent crime will go down like 
it is and cost of corrections could even out with not as many new prisoners 
coming to prison but they will still be many prisoners in prison. By crime 
rank we mean the overall crime rank in Minnesota compared to other states 
in the US. By cost of corrections we mean the amount of money the state 
of Minnesota is spending to incarcerate felons. Over the course of ten years 
2005 through 2015 the cost of corrections went up $143,016,000 dollars. "e 
lowest violent crime rank was 2005 and 2006 at rank 30. "e highest rank 
was 2009 and 2011 at rank 43. Until 2006 crime did not start coming down 
until, slightly in 2014 and 2015. 

We want the state to invest in a few strategies to reduce violent crime.  A few 
of these are: Educating people on how to prevent it and showing them why 
it is very bad. You can also focus on hotspots with more crime. Control of 
illegal weapons so criminals can't get illegal weapons. By doing these things 
violent crime will decrease resulting in a corresponding decrease in cost of 
corrections. 



Group 3

Relation Between Endangered Wildlife Populations 
and Man Made Enclosures (Zoos) Cost

Anishka Altmann (67B) and Sarah Lipkin (66B)

Moose Population

Wolf Population

In 1973 the grey wolf population disappeared from the west of the US and the only visits we got from this 
majestic species is when they came down from Canada for short visits. "e wolf population started to de-
crease when the human population started to increase and the two species began competing for food and 
territory. Another di$culty that the grey wolves have faced is that people have over time retained a good 
deal of misinformation about the species. "at chain of lies continued into the 20th century, as the year 2013 
con#rmed, the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) announced that a “canine believed to be a wolf ” 
attacked a 16 year old boy while on a camping trip in northern Minnesota. A&er the attack a wolf was found 
nearby and immediately caught and shot dead without proof if it was the true attacker. "e boy from the 
attack was unsure if the attacker was really a wolf or not. 

Zoo Spending



Although the wolf and 
moose populations have been 
decreasing since the 1900’s, 
zoos and wildlife organiza-
tions work hard to keep that 
populations from hitting 
rock bottom.

A plausible solution for the declining moose population would be to ban moose hunting and raise a cer-
tain number of moose in reserves that resemble or are their natural habitats. Also with the moose that are 
taken into the reserves we can study some of the diseases and bugs that are also threatening the moose 
population and #nd cures. To keep the wolf population from dipping down into the endangered range 
again, the State of Minnesota should continue making wolf reserves and other facilities like that will ei-
ther keep their population at a constant or make it increase either of which would be fantastic. "e thing 
to still keep in mind is that while it is good to have a high population, it still needs to be low enough as to 
not totally overrun the forests. If that does happen in will make that species eat more, then they will run 
out of food very quickly and that will make their population will crash into almost nothing.

With our data it is clear that while zoos are doing well with 
their spending in keeping the wolf population up, on the 
contrary, they are not doing as well with regards to the 
moose population which has continued at an alarming de-
cline for the past 20 or so years. "e data shows that there 
are few to no moose in the Minnesota zoo and this is a 
rather small but still important part of the reason why the 
moose population in Minnesota is declining.



Group 4

Water Quality of Minnesota Lakes v.s. Amount of 
Money Spent on the Environment

Isaac (64B), Isaac (67A), Desmond (65A), and Ryuki (64B)

We chose our topic because Minnesota is known for having a lot of lakes and we wanted to see exactly how 
good of a water quality the lakes have. Based on how Minnesota brags about lakes, it is kind of ironic how 
good the water is. Only %62 of Minnesota lakes have decent water quality, according to the Minnesota dash-
board. If you think about it, there are about 11,842 lakes in Minnesota, so only approximately 7,342 of Min-
nesota lakes have good water quality. "at's close to 4,500 that do not. It’s bad. "e lakes are important to our 
environment. Many plants and animals depend on those big bodies of water. "ey can not be polluted, junked 
up, or just plain ruined. 



"e MN state funding 
for the environment has 
been decreasing since 
1996 and so has the wa-
ter quality of lake Mille 
Lacs.

First we looked for data at the Minnesota budget spending on environment and we 
found that the spending had a spike up, but was overall was decreasing. "en we 
started to look for data on water quality of lakes. We could not #nd a data on the 
water quality of the lakes in Minnesota anywhere at #rst. We tried to #nd random 
lakes by a random number generator, but we realized that there was not enough data 
on random lakes, so we decided to get data on lake Mille Lacs because there was a lot 
of reliable and recent data and there was enough data in our time frame so it worked 
out.

"e website we came across had data on the water clarity of Lake Mille Lacs and 
was very helpful and informational. "e water clarity is measured with a technique 
called Secchi which works by using a black and white disk and putting it in the water. 
"en the water clarity is calculated by how visible it is, in a certain depth in the lake 
(or any other water body). "e source we used had several Secchi measurements 
each year and we averaged out the data from each year to calculate the average water 
clarity. Our budget data had a spike before the secchi data was being recorded so we 
cut the budget spending graph to put emphasis on the fact that the spending was 
decreasing. Our budget data started in 1990. "e secchi data started in 1996. So we 
decided to cut out the budget data spending from before 1996. "is also put empha-
sis on the fact that the budget spending is decreasing. 

"e graph has a negative correlation especially in the budget spending but, when we 
#rst looked at the graph there was a major outlier that has so much of a di%erence it 
made the line on the graph slope upwards. But it turns out that when it was removed, 
we noted that the slope was sloping slightly downwards. Together, the lines have 
a negative correlation. "is means that water quality has been decreasing with the 
Minnesota state budget. It turns out that we could possibly turn it around and make 
the lakes clean by increasing the budget spending on the environment. 
Overall, we predict that if the 
Minnesota budget spending on 
the environment is increased in 
future years, theoretically the 
water quality of the lakes should 
also increase with the budget. 
And as a result of this we could 
have a more stable ecosystem. 
"e lakes are very important 
and we have prevent the de-
crease in water quality. We sug-
gest that you raise environment 
funding so that the amount 
of money is no longer sharply 
dropping and the water quality 
of the lakes will hopefully start 
increasing. 



Group 5

Amount of Homeless People and the Amount Spent 
by Minnesota

Cyrus (64A), Haakon (66B), Max (67B), and Joe (67B)

Number of Homeless

Money Spent in 10,000’s

   About 10,214 people are going to experience homelessness on a given day in Minnesota with about ⅓ of 
them being children and more than half of them being 21 or younger. Do you think this is the right way to 
grow up? Do you think this is the right way to start adulthood? Well we don't think it is. Jerome is homeless 
with his mother who has a very bad illness and his younger sister. "ey mostly live o% of shelters and food 
drives right now just trying to get back on their feet. Jerome is just starting school again going into his fresh-
man year. He can't help but think about how scared he is to start and how di$cult it'll be knowing he has to 
support his family and do academics at the same time. How would you feel if you were in this situation? "e 
amount of pressure on you to get your family back on track and trying to get your mother better again and 
feeding your younger sister at only age 15. Not mentioning getting passing grades at the same time. Just ask 
yourself should this really happen to people? 



About 10,214 people are homeless on 
a given day in MN. "is graph shows 
the correlation between the number 
of homeless people and how much 
the state spends on them on a given 
year. 

    
         According to our data we are steadily gaining more homeless people 
every year. Almost every year we gain more homeless population we are 
spending more money on services for them. But from 2012 to 2015 we had 
a positive change. In 2012 we had 10,214 homeless people and that number 
dropped down to 9,312 in 2015. Although the homeless number dropped, 
we spent more money in 2015 than in 2012. According to the change in 
2012 to 2015 if we spend more money in homeless people services we can 
lower our number of homeless each year until that number is next to zero. 
In the other years when the homeless count is going up. We are spending 
the right amount of money to help the population but not to make it small-
er. "at's why when we go above and beyond the bare minimum we can 
lower the number of homeless people each year until that number is zero.
         "is graph shows the amount of homeless people on top and the 
amount that the state spends on helping them is on the bottom. As you can 
see in the year 2015 when there was less homeless people the state had to 
spend less. "e amount of homeless people have gone up drastically since 
1991. It has increased by 12,036 homeless and is still going up today. As you 
can see by the lines of best #t if the state keeps following the current trend 
there will only be an increase of homeless and the amount that will have to 
be spent on them. 
          What our senators need to do to make sure that the homeless num-
bers are either 0 or less than 100, with those few people being at shelters. 
Since the graphs tell us that when there are more homeless people, the 
government spends the most money but when the numbers are lower, 
only a small amount of money is spent on making the number the tiniest 
bit smaller. By spending the extra money and putting in at least 5% more 
money, the number of homeless people would go down within the next 
couple years. "e higher the amount of homeless people, the more money 
spent, which may seem good, but 10,214 homeless people is too many. If 
the senators push to spend even a small amount more than they usually do, 
it would change so much to the homeless veterans, children and civilians 
who do not have homes. 



Group 6

Money Spent on Subsidized Housing versus Number 
of Homeless People per Day

Oskar (65B), Jalen (65B), Stian (66A), and Jonah (65B)

Spending on Homeless

Number of Homeless

Alex is 46, he and his kids are one of 10,000 Minnesotans that are homeless. "ey are living on the streets and 
in homeless shelters. One of Alex's sons is paraplegic, and no homeless shelters would take him in so they 
were forced to sent him to foster care, his daughter can get into a shelter but it's only for women and chil-
dren. His oldest son lives in hotels and on the streets, luckily his oldest son has a job, but sadly that's the only 
source of income in the whole family. By using Utah's method, housing the homeless, we can give a stable 
environments to families and chronically homeless. "is will make families stay together because they won't 
be in di%erent homeless shelters and it's cheaper to keep them o% the streets.



Every day, around 
10,000 people go 
without homes. If 
the government 
spends more on 
subsidized hous-
ing, less people will 
sleep on our city’s 
streets.

"e data shows that not enough money is being spent on subsidized housing for homeless people and 
families to live in their own home. We found that more people are experiencing homelessness, even 
though the government is spending more  money. "e amount of homelessness has gone up over the 
years and if we don't do something to stop it will get out of hand, based on the data we have.

"e graph we created shows a positive correlation between the amount of homeless and the amount of 
money spent on them. As shown on the graph the number of homeless is rising at a constant rate, and 
not enough money is spent to keep that number down. "e amount being spent on the homeless in Min-
nesota is nowhere near enough money to keep them o% the streets, and in a%ordable housing. Only 28% 
of homeless Minnesotans are employed this shows that it's hard to get a job. 

A next step for policy makers would be to raise the yearly spendings on subsidized housing. "is would 
lower the amount of chronically homeless and solve other budget issues such as incarceration, and hos-
pitalization. If people would spend more money we can keep more people o% our city streets, by creating 
more a%ordable housing settlements such as the apartments located next to the Dorothy Day center. An-
other way would be to raise the minimum wage which would create more money for chronically home-
less people without a college education, and prevent people from becoming homeless in the #rst place. 
"is will help a lot, because Minnesota is the 4th most expensive housing market in the U.S.



Group 7

Cost of Corrections vs. Homelessness 

Linnea (65A), Lily (64B), and Dulce (67B)

Homeless Count

Money spent on Correc-
tion in 10,000’s

Michael Treadwell is a man who is homeless in New Hampshire and has been sent to jail for trespassing 
around 575 days. A story from National Public Radio tells us that the county has “spent $63,000 dollars over 
the last six years keeping Treadwell in jail for a little more than trespassing” (a little more than trespassing 
meaning getting drunk a few times here and there). Treadwell has a mental illness called schizophrenia, so 
when others would know they're doing wrong, it's hard for him to recognize that he is. Instead of spending 
all the money on jailing or incarcerating Michael, why not spend less than that amount on a home for him 
and some help for his schizophrenia which would get him back on his feet and they may never need to pay 
correction fees again. Once Treadwell gets the help he needs and gets a paying job, he will be able to give back 
to our economy and pay taxes which will begin to make up for the money the county has spent incarcerating 
him.



"e slope in our graph shows that the 
cost spent on corrections has stayed !at. 
We propose that the money we spend 
on cost of corrections should go towards 
people who are homeless and giving 
them a home.

Our graph has the number of homeless people in Minnesota and the cost of cor-
rections, also in Minnesota. "e data we have, is from the year 2006 through 2012. 
We got our data from the Minnesota Housing Finance Agency (number of home-
less people) and the Minnesota Management and budget (the cost of corrections ). 
Our graph shows us that from the years 2006 to 2010 the number of homeless peo-
ple increased every single year; this was probably the e%ects of the 2008 #nancial 
crisis. In 2011 that number decreased drastically and in 2012 it increased slightly. 
"e cost of corrections also increased a lot from the years 2008 to 2009. Something 
else that we found on the graph was in the year 2010 the cost of corrections really 
dropped and in the same year the number of homeless people went up. Which 
means that the state was probably not taking in a lot of inmates or they taking a 
few inmates out that weren't ready to leave jail; possibly because their jails were 
full or because they were going over the state budget. "ose inmates that the state 
didn't take in probably ended up on the streets homeless and that’s a reason for the 
increase in the number of homeless people and the decrease in cost of corrections 
in the year 2010.

Michael Treadwell has a mental illness called schizophrenia which limits him 
from knowing what the right thing to do is and what the wrong thing to do is. For 
example: committing a crime or restricting yourself. According to an Article from 
National Public Radio called trespass, jail, repeat: he has been sent to jail around 
575 times for trespassing because he simply doesn't know better or what others 
would do around him. For the past 6 years, the city has spent around $63,000 on 
bringing him in and out of jail every month. Sometimes even right a&er he gets 
out of jail he does something bad, and goes right back for doing something like 
drinking in public places, peeing in parks, disturbing customers and more. "e 
city would save a lot more money getting him an apartment or health care or med-
ication because if he got the help and care he needs then he could possible have an 
apartment and maybe one day become a tax paying citizen which would bene#t 
our community because it would give us more money for roads and buildings. 



Group 8

Homeless Youth & Human rights

Avery (67B), Oliver (65B), Mark (67A), and William (64A)

Teresa Hamilton, who was 17 at the time this article was written, is homeless.  She became homeless because 
he mom no longer wanted Teresa to live with her. Teresa and her sisters hardly ever went to school except 
when she lived in a shelter she went to school at the shelter. She did not go to a normal school because it went 
too fast for her. Robbie McLeod is homeless and is living on the streets. He became homeless at the age of 16 
he was neglected by his mother and had Asperger’s syndrome and struggles with anxiety. One day his mom 
gave his food to the dogs so he just got up and le&. He ended up on the streets because he didn't like living in a 
shelter.



Homeless youth is a big problem 
in Minnesota because schools lack 
the money to provide these stu-
dents with a quality education. 

"e data we received for the amount of money that the government 
spent on the homeless. Even if we couldn't #nd the amount the govern-
ment spends on youth we found the in general amount they spend on 
homeless. "e government spends a lot of money but it not enough to 
end homelessness. We found out on the top reasons youth are home-
less: #ghting frequently with parents or guardians 42%, told to leave or 
locked out 35%, parents’ use of drugs or alcohol 25%, neglect/parents not 
meeting basic needs 25%, not willing to live by parents’ rules 23%, lack of 
tolerance of sexual orientation or gender identity 23%, had mental health 
problems 21%, did not feel safe because of violence at home 21%. A lot of 
youth a&er they become homeless go to a shelter but a lot don't. With the 
people in a shelter they have the option of going to school and so do the 
the people not in shelters but a lot don't. 

We think you should use more money on the homeless youth because 
it could lower the amount of the homeless people under the age of 21. 
It would help by getting them on the right track and possibly even go to 
college. Spending more money on homeless youth will also bring up the 
working population. It would also help them by stopping them from go-
ing to jail and taxpayers won't have spend as much money incarcerating 
them. "ere is a organization that I believe is called the bridge and the 
do a lot to help homeless youth they do a lot to help the people that go to 
them for help, they have one on one talks with the people that come in 
they don't tell anyone what you tell them unless it's self harm or thoughts 
of suicide, they have places for people to sleep, short term or long they 
would have a place for you to stay, they do have small programs and peo-
ple come it, we feel like there should be more places like this.



Group 9

How "e Money MN Spends On Incarceration A%ects 
the Violent Crime Rates. 

Milani (65B), Teyonna (65A), Jaylah (66B), and Ryan (65A)

Arrest, Jail, Court Process 
and Victim Costs divided 
by 10,000 

Violent crime rate through 
the years 1990-2015

MAVI (Minneapolis Anti-Violence Initiative) pairs Minneapolis police o$cers and Hennepin County sher-
i% 's deputies with probation o$cers from the Hennepin County Department of Community Corrections. 
MAVI is meant to deter criminals from committing more crimes a&er they're released. From June 1997 
through September 1998, MAVI teams visited 331 juveniles and 398 adults in Minneapolis, including 50 vi-
olent gang members who were previously identi#ed and warned not to cause trouble. "e commander of the 
gang unit believes MAVI has had a deterrent e%ect because probationers don't like being personally known 
by probation and police o$cers. Furthermore, MAVI participants worked with the courts to place more tight 
conditions on pretrial release, such as curfews, restrictions on visiting certain areas, and association with 
undesirable people. 



Minnesota spends 
a lot of money on 
costs associated with 
violent crime and 
since 1990 the violent 
crime rate has de-
creased 63.5%. 

According to our second data set; which shows the rate of violent crimes in 
Minnesota, the violent crime rate has gone down 63.5% since 1990, which 
means that the amount of money the state spends on the incarceration pro-
cess and other costs that come with it, such as victim costs and post jail and 
prison supervision costs is decreasing the violent crime rate in MN. "e total 
cost of incarceration for violent crimes in 2017 is $9,953,071.68. Our #rst 
data set is the amount of money the state spends on arrest, jail, court pro-
cess, victim and supervision costs in 1990 dollars.

"e red line on our graph is the process of incarceration costs in ten thou-
sands. Since we couldn't gather the data we needed which was the exact costs 
of incarceration, victim and supervision costs from 1990-2017 , our group 
decided to take the cost of violent crimes in prisons and jails in MN in 2017 
and adjust with in!ation as the years go back. "e purple line represents the 
violent crime rate in Minnesota. Violent crimes in our graph include felo-
ny homicide, assault and sex assault. So in short, our graph embodies the 
number of the cost of incarceration and process victims between the direct 
correlation court process, victims and supervision. 

Nearly 50% of Minnesota’s crimes happen in Hennepin County, where about 
25% of the MN population lives. Hennepin County Sheri% Rich Stanek, who 
is also president of the state sheri%s' association, said that during 2016, the 
group worked hard to pass legislation for mandatory sentences for illegal 
guns used in drug crimes. It's also a primary focus for the sheri% 's o$ces 
Violent O%ender Task Force. Speaking of drug crimes, Jonathan "ompson, 
the  executive director of the National Sheri%s' Association in Alexandria, 
Va., explains in “Minnesota Sees Spike in Violent Crime Rate”, an article in 
the Star Tribune, that “ "e explosion of cheap and potent heroin has been 
a key factor in the surge of violent crimes. "e opioid mixed with fentanyl 
adds an additional layer of danger.” he goes on to explain why drugs play a 
crucial role in the violent crime rate in MN; “When you have supply and de-
mand, crimes follow quickly therea&er. It cuts across all demographics and 
geographical boundaries.”

We believe that the state is doing well on decreasing the violent crime rate 
but they don't necessarily need to spend that much on incarcerating people. 
In fact, in the previously mentioned Star Tribune article, it says that by this 
year (2017), the BCA (Bureau of Criminal Apprehension) plans to require 
law enforcement agencies to use a new and more detailed crime reporting 
system. Instead of reporting on 10 crime categories, agencies will have 62 
and provide more detail on each incident. "e FBI will then use the data for 
better crime analysis.

We suggest that instead of spending more money on the incarceration 
process, the state of Minnesota should spend more on post-jail and prison 
community supervision, so that agencies like MAVI and Minnesota HEALS 
(Health, Education and Law and Safety Program) can help get people back 
out into the community safely. 



Group 10

Statistics on Sexual Violence 

Libby (65A), Maria (65A), Naw (66B), and Gizelle (67A)

MSOP

Rapes

"ere was a news report of many sexual assaults recorded at the State Colleges and Universities in Minneso-
ta. Some of the assaults happened but the charges were dropped before they could be fully investigated into. 
"e O$ce of Higher Education found that for some campuses there are some sexual assaults that happened 
in 2015 but were never taken to court. "e University of Minnesota that had the most recorded cases in the 
state. In larger colleges there are more reported assaults than community colleges. When victims reported 
the assaults only 54% would report to the police, they would drop investigations most of the time due to the 
victim not talking or not cooperating. In 2015, there were 79 cases where the accused students were respon-
sible for the sexual assault(s). When the actions were to be reported the person who did it would get either 
suspended, expelled or they would face other penalties. "ey try not to jump to conclusions with a single 
reported sexual assault but if more are reported then to investigate, they are encouraged to come forward. 



Sexual Violence in Minnesota has 
gone down. perhaps due in part to the 
amount spent for Minnesota Sexual 
O%ender Program.

Some of our sources that we used were from people like, Weston Merrick and 
Amy Kenzie. From Weston we got percentages of reported rapes and from Amy 
we got the spending on sexual violence from 2011 to 2016. 

As the spending on sexual violence increases, the reported rapes decreases. 
At the disaster centers website it shows us how many reported rapes there are 
throughout the year. "e Minnesota Sex O%ender Program (MSOP) showed us 
how much money the state spends each year to detain sexual o%enders. Be-
cause of the vast amount spent on preventing sexual violence and rape, the rate 
of the sexual abuse has slightly decreased. For example in 2013 the state spent 
$73,412,000 and 235 rapes were reported. Our graph states that because of the 
sexual violence spending the reported rapes has gone down. 
  
 Looking at the graph it says the more the Minnesota Sex O%ender Program 
spends on sexual violence the number of reported rapes gradually goes down. 
"e societal cost of sexual assault is high, currently $139,000 for adults and 
$184,000 for youth. If we focus more on sexual violence then we would see that 
red line go down even more and it would also resolve other problems like post 
traumatic stress disorder and addictions caused by said diagnoses. We would 
save the United States 3.1 trillion dollars if we completely eliminate it. "e idea is 
unpractical but we believe educating people on sexual violence may help prevent 
it and may help the victims of this world wide problem of sexual violence #nd 
hope once more. 



Group 11

How Much Minnesota Spends on Homelessness

Hope (67B), Paloma (64A), Ben (64B), and Mallory (52A)

Ron, a 49 year old man and his wife, Carla have 3 boys. "ey are all homeless now because their former land-
lord wouldn't #x what they needed in their apartment. "e city council gave the landlord 10 days to #x these 
things, but when he didn't, the family complained again and were evicted. "ey had to move out and they 
couldn't keep all their possessions so now they are living on the streets with very few things. Ron also lost his 
job because he couldn't keep his laptop, which is what he did his work on. Most people think homelessness is 
associated with alcohol and/or drugs, but this unfortunate family just found themselves in the wrong place at 
the wrong time.



"ousands of Minnesotans are home-
less on any given day. "e amount of 
money Minnesota spends on home-
lessness is increasing, but not growing 
at the same rate homeless people are. 

We got our data from websites and from a source who works with the Minne-
sota state budget. We found information on the amount of homeless people 
in the state on the Wilder Research Minnesota Homeless Study website. On 
this website it was already in the form of a graph but it was being compared to 
something else, so we had to make a new graph comparing both sets of data. 
"e other data we got, about how much money was spent on homelessness in 
Minnesota was from Marianne Conboy, whom our teacher emailed. 

"e thousands of homeless people per year goes up steadily, while the money 
spent on homelessness goes up but not at the same rate. People are becoming 
homeless faster than the government can give enough money to help get peo-
ple into housing. Our graph states that the government needs to budget more 
money per year towards homelessness. 

We think that if Minnesota could look at the homeless people numbers while 
they decide on the budget, they could think of a way to strategically spend the 
money so it goes a much longer way. Minnesota should still spend more on 
homelessness but they could #nd a way to make it impact more people. We 
think they should do that because it could help get more homeless families 
into housing. "e more they spend on homelessness now, the less they'll have 
to do later, because the children of homeless people usually are still homeless 
once they turn 18. In our data, you can see that the amount of homeless peo-
ple is drastically increasing every year, but by spending more to get as many 
of those people into housing as possible now., it'll make sure that Minnesota 
has to spend less later, for less homeless people in all. 



Group 12

How Unemployment Leads to Homelessness

Daniel (64A), Elaina (64B), Alejandra (67A), and Flannery (66A)

Number of Unemployed

Number of Homeless

Just a couple years ago, Izabela was living in her rented apartment and her career was on the right track. A&er 
living in her apartment for seven years, she was #red from her job and her landlord kicked her out of her 
home, because the contract she signed when she moved wasn't valid and she couldn't pay the rent. She found 
a welcoming homeless shelter, and they helped her #nd an organization that helped her get a job. She began 
working and later moved into her old apartment again. It took her a year to get back on her feet and she's very 
grateful to the homeless shelter for helping her return to her old life. "Such a lot has happened over this year. I 
am very hopeful for the next year too, that I may be able to stay on longer in this job or a similar one” Izabela 
said. Not many people get this lucky in #nding shelters.



A way to end homelessness is to make 
sure that people can get new jobs when 
they are homeless so they can get mon-
ey and have a chance to work their way 
from the bottom. 

We found the data of unemployment from "e Bureau of Labor Statistics 
which shows that throughout December 2006 to June 2009, the percentage 
of  unemployed had gone up to 8.1% but went down in April 2015 to 3.7%. 
But what we found out was that the number of homeless people has gone up 
by over 5,000 people known but is estimated to be at least a little over 15,000 
people and this information was found on a website called mnhomeless.org, a 
Minnesota Homeless Study. 

According to this graph the unemployment and homelessness rate have a 
positive correlation. "is means that as more people lose their job more people 
become homeless. "e number of homeless people in 1991 was 3079 and that is 
nothing compared to 9312 homeless people in 2015. Now for unemployment in 
1991 the numbers were 12470 and in 2015 there were 20423. Even though the 
unemployment numbers are all over the place so that doesn't make it the best 
to base something o% of, you can still see it has a positive slope, just like home-
lessness, and that is a big problem for Minnesota. "e point of this graph is to 
show that as unemployment numbers go up throughout the years the number 
of homeless people also goes up and even though we have gotten better at help-
ing  these homeless people it is still a big problem. 

We want the Minnesota state budget to re!ect the number of homeless people, 
which is steadily rising. We recommend giving more funding to organizations 
that are focused on the homeless population. If people are employed, they 
have less of a chance to become homeless, so we should help people #nd jobs 
that match their skills and needs, or teach them skills that will be useful in the 
workplace. We should also help the homeless #nd an a%ordable home or apart-
ment to decrease their chances of ending up on the streets. We also found out 
that most homeless people in Minnesota are minors, and we should focus on 
them to make sure they break the cycle of poverty. To summarize, we should 
help homeless people in any way we can if we want to end homelessness for 
good.



Group 13

Homelessness and State Spending On It

Alexis (67A), Lily (67B), Molly (43A), and Tanushri Buck (67B)

Homeless Persons

Spending on 
Homelessness

     A woman became homeless at the age of 30. She lost her job a few months before and started jumping 
from houses to houses for a place to sleep. She was scared and didn't know what to do. When she didn't have 
any more house to sleep at, she then called 2-1-1, a emergency homelessness line, and they told her about the 
emergency shelter. "at night a young woman found her and took her to the shelter. "ere was a 24 year old 
women who #rst became homeless when she she was 13 years old. She went to jail a lot and depended on the 
costly corrections system to get by. A&er that, she was in and out of shelters and on the streets. Now she has 
her own apartment with her child. 



Homelessness is a prob-
lem in Minnesota and 
over the past few years 
the rate of homelessness  
has gone down. "e state 
has increased this bud-
get.

Everyday there are thousands of homeless people in Minnesota. "ese 
people may be out of a home because of family issues, past traumatic ex-
periences, or many other reasons. "ere is an average of 7,304 homeless 
people everyday. From the MN dashboard, we obtained the data of the 
total of homeless people documented every year from 2012-2016. On 
the graph, that is represented by the blue points and line. As for the pur-
ple points, they represent how much the state is putting into a%ordable 
housing programs. We received this set of data from Marianne Conboy 
from Minnesota Management and Budget O$ce. As you can see on the 
graph, the line for total amount of homeless people is decreasing and 
looking at the state spending line, it is increasing. So this tells us that the 
over the last 5 years, the state has put more into the programs which in 
result has brought the homelessness rate down. 

"e return on investment (ROI) of supportive housing programs “is 
at least $123 million per year, with a return of 1.44 to 1”. (Return on 
investment in supportive housing in Minnesota from Wilder research) 
"is means that for every dollar the state puts into the programs, they 
receive $1.44 back. Eventually the ROI would have to be even, meaning 
as the state puts $1.00 in, they'd receive $1.00 back. "e government 
should continue to fund these programs as well as continue to study the 
data in case the ROI goes under $1.00, in which case the state would 
have to adjust their spending. As said in the National Low Income 
Housing Coalition, a 1-bedroom apartment is $724/mo and a 2-bed-
room $924/mo. It also mentions that the minimum wage of a person 
$9.00. "is indicates that for the homelessness rate to continue to de-
crease, the state has to pay attention to the pricing of housing for a low 
income worker to be able to a%ord it. 



Group 14

Mental illness and sickness in Prisons

Keyana (66A), Anabel (67B), Espen (66A), Shanay (66B)

Spending on Corrections

Spending on Helathcare

“It is di$cult for prisoners with hepatitis C to obtain medication just because they are prisoners”. Not allow-
ing inmates health care is a violation of the 8th amendment “Excessive bail shall not be required nor exces-
sive #nes imposed nor cruel and unusual punishment in!icted.” "e federal bureau of prisons has rules and 
guidelines for ill prisoners. But most inmates are in state prisons not federal ones. "e association of state 
correctional administrations and Yale University sent a survey to the correctional departments that are buy-
ing theses medications. And less than 1% of the inmates with hepatitis C have been given accesses to these 



70% of inmates struggle with mental ill-
ness. 28.5% of budget goes to heath care 
5.2% of the budget goes to corrections.

"e green line on the graph is the Spending on Cost of Corrections and the 
purple line is health care. Our data starts at the year 2005 - 2015. We got our 
cost of corrections data from Jim King who works on the budget for the correc-
tions department in the Minnesota Budget O$ce. We got our health care data 
from the general fund spending major area document. Our graph represents 
the money given to health care (purple) and the cost of corrections (green) as 
you can see health care has gotten more money than the cost of corrections. We 
wanted to show the di%erence between the two and how you can give the cost of 
corrections department more money.

We want to to give the Department of Corrections more money for three rea-
sons. We want more money put towards improving the preventative health care 
given to inmates during incarceration.  We also want more programs for in-
mates a&er they have been released from jail to provide them with better access 
to health care and housing. Finally, we want better care for inmates who are sick 
and with mental illness. "is makes good #nancial sense because the average 
return on investment for preventative care is $4.7 for every $1 in cost with some 
programs returning up to $36!

As Dostoevsky said “"e degree of civilization in a society can be judged by 
entering its prisons.”  So let’s make our prisons a healthier place and a place of 
rehabilitation and less of a punishment.



Group 15

Why is the MN Government Spending Less on 
Environmental Resources?

Max (64B), Skylar (67A), Liam (66A), and Abraham (64A)

DNR Hypothesis

Environmental Spending

My family has a cabin on Sand Lake, our family bought it in the early 1900’s.  We love the lake so much and 
#nd tons of enjoyment in it and it's beautiful. However, in recent years the lake has been #lling up with weeds 
and has tinted green water that used to be crystal clear and that makes it hard to catch #sh and drive the boats 
through the lakes. We need to have this big ugly loud weed tearer to even move our boat or have a decent view 
out the window, and it pollutes the air and water also making our lake not as beautiful as it once was.



"e water pollution in Minnesota is in-
creasing. "is is because our state has 
been slowly been putting less money 
into environmental protection.

"e data for our project we got from general fund spending by 
major area PDF (blue graph) and the Minnesota DNR website. 
We are sad to see that the MN government has been spending 
less in the past few years on Environmental Resources. "e 
amount spent rose a lot around 2007 and then started decreasing 
and this year and last year the Minnesota government spent the 
least amount of money.  "is is bad for the environment because 
water pollution is rising and this causes diseases in the water 
fowl and in the #sh which also pollutes all of our famous lakes 
making our state ugly and decreasing wildlife populations, air 
quality, and water quality. 

Our second graph (orange) shows the percent of lakes with high 
quality water. As the spending for Environmental Resources 
decreases the amount of lakes with good quality water increases. 
"is is what the DNR projects will happen with the lakes but 
we think if the spending decreases then the percentage of lakes 
with good water will also decrease.  We still have over 60% good 
lakes, and this is ok, but we hope we can raise that percentage 
up a lot. If the Minnesota state government spent more money 
on Environmental Resources then we would most likely have a 
higher number of good lakes, better air quality, and wildlife pop-
ulations would rise and make Minnesota a more beautiful state. 

We are hoping we can get the Minnesota government to spend 
more on Environmental Resources to help the number of pol-
luted lakes to decrease. Please help us keep Minnesota’s 10,000 
lakes clean.



Group 16

How the Higher Cost of College Leads 
to More Student Debt

Jonas (64B), Guadalupe (64B), Cyprian “Cy” (65B), and Hazel (64B)

Average Student Debt

Higher Education Spending 
(in thousands)

On January 27, 2017, single parent Louise Renas posted an article on studentdebtcrisis.org about her story.  
She started college late (a&er becoming a mom to 3), soon a&er #nishing her eldest son started college.  Be-
cause of this, she helped him with loans, with help he ended college $25,000 in debt.  "e youngest of her 
children is currently in college, and currently has $50,000 in loans and has to pay 11% in interest (still having 
1 year of school le&).  She suspects he'll leave with $65,000 in loans. Her middle child didn't like the debt and 
dropped out.



Recently student debt has 
climbed much faster than 
state spending on higher 
education. We suggest that 
the state spend more on 
higher education to help 
slow the growth of college 
debt.

When a student goes to college, they have to #rst, pay to get in, then they have to pay for their books, food, 
and room.  By 2016 the average student loan debt has reached thirty two thousand dollars in Minnesota, 
this, we can change. “But why should I care?” you think to yourself, “it doesn't matter, I’m not a%ected by it.”  
Well, not being a%ected by student debt won’t stop you from paying a price.  Because your income is direct-
ly a%ected by our state being number 5 in student loan debt in the country, a little over 10 percent of your 
income is being used to pay for student loan debt.  In comparison, you're paying more for student loans 
than you are for mortgages and credit cards.  Another reason why the state should spend more on student 
loan debt is that when students fresh out of college want to potentially create new local businesses can't be-
cause they would have to pay o% student loan debts, rent, and the cost of purchasing items to sell.  "e high 
amount of students in high student debt prevents new businesses from appearing, which then leads to slow-
er economic growth in Minnesota.  If this trend continues, the slowed economic growth would eventually 
lead to there being no more local businesses as it would be so unpro#table that people would stop making 
local businesses altogether.

"e graph at le& is of 12 years worth of student loan debt and how much the state has been spending on 
higher education.  "e graph shows that the more the state spends on higher education, the less costly the 
average student loan debt is.  "is means that if the state spent more on higher education, and more spe-
ci#cally, student loan debt, the average student loan debt would eventually fall to a point where the student 
loan debt is easily manageable by the college students who would be paying for those loans.  "is increased 
ease of management may encourage more #rst in the family college students, which will in turn, make not 
only the state, but the nation smarter as a whole.  Large amounts of debt could lead to students not being 
able to support the housing or car markets by buying homes, apartments, or cars.  Alternatively, this could 
also lead to students having to pay debts when they should be retired.  Which leads to less jobs in the job 
market for students who need to pay their student loans, and inevitably creates more students in debt.  Debt 
can also make aspiring entrepreneurs rethink their choices, ultimately getting rid of much needed jobs and 
services. We are asking that the state help pay the di%erence between the average amount 

of debt and how much they are paying currently on higher education.  We hope 
this will convert the positive slope of debt to a negative one, ultimately getting rid 
of debt.  We suggest increasing the amount spent on higher education by twice 
the rate of growth in college tuition, until the average student loan levels out or 
starts to decrease.  Please help stop the student debt crisis.



Group 17

Comparing Minnesota’s Juvenile Crime Rates with the 
Amount Spent on Education

Isabella (64A), Jacob (67B), and Treasure (66B)

Chicago is a dangerous city to live in, especially for kids and teens. 250 students were being shot each year, 
with about 20-30 deaths. Kids in Chicago are more likely to join a gang than in most other parts of the US. 
Most students being shot were males that had bad grades, a criminal background, went to juvenile detention, 
or a mix of each. Tony DiVittorio, a social worker, started a program known as the Becoming A Man (BAM) 
program where he would work with students to teach them to think before they act. He did this through 
Cognitive Behavioral "erapy. In these programs, Tony and other BAM counselors talk with the kids and help 
them with the problems they might face in their lives, there were some activities that would teach the boys 
lessons on thinking before acting. By the end of the #rst year of the program, there was a decrease in Chica-
go's  juvenile crime. 



Our project is comparing the amount spent on educa-
tion and the number of juvenile arrests. We found that 
as the amount spent on education goes up juvenile ar-
rest numbers go down. 

"ough Minnesota’s crime rates are nothing like Chicago's, 
during 2016 in Minnesota there was a rise in crime. In 
Minneapolis alone there were 4,605 violent crime incidents 
(homicide, rape, robbery and aggravated assault) reported 
in 2016. "at's a 4.3 percent increase from the previous 
year.

When comparing the amount spent on education by the 
Minnesota state budget and juvenile arrest numbers we 
found that as the amount spent on education goes up the 
juvenile arrest numbers go down. In 1990 the Minnesota 
state budget spent approximately $3,850,105,000 on educa-
tion, there were 44,720 juvenile arrests. In 2012 the Min-
nesota state budget spent approximately $7,095,524,000 on 
education, there were 32,759 juvenile arrests. According 
to a study by the Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis the 
state can yield up to $16 for every $1 invested in high qual-
ity early education. Where are they saving this money? "e 
Justice System. A high school dropout is eight times more 
likely to be incarcerated than a high school graduate. 

"ere are ways to improve graduation rates and keep kids 
in school other than counseling programs. By investing in 
schools it allows for smaller classes so teachers can help 
students individually. Children need a stable environment 
to learn and grow. Many children #nd stability in their 
school and their teachers. Minnesota must continue to 
invest in its’ schools in order to keep children in school and 
out of trouble. We must teach children to grow and be-
come contributing members of society.  As Frances Perkins 
once said “"e people are what matter to government, and 
a government should aim to give all the people under its 
jurisdiction the best possible life.”



Group 18

Transportation vs Municipal street state-aid 

Diego (64B), Adrian (64A), Saw (66B), and Aidan (65A)

Public Transportation 
Ridership

State Contribution 
for Street Aid

Many people in the Twin Cities use transportation, and street aid bene#ts multiple areas of transportation. 
Adding more money into street aid will bene#t all people who use transportation. One person who bene#ts 
from public transportation is Matthew Stremcha of Duluth, Minnesota, he said “I get chau%eured to work. 
During my commute I read, doze, listen to music and I watch the sunrise. I don't think about parking or 
tra$c or road construction or people who text while driving.” Many other people use public transportation 
to go to work to visit friends or family. Great River school doesn’t provide bus service so students take public 
transportation to get to school. Some people that use it because they don't want to drive their own car due to 
the weather or other reasons.
   



Many people in the twin cities use 
transportation, and street aid bene#ts 
multiple areas of transportation. Add-
ing more money into street aid will 
bene#t all people who use transporta-
tion.

According to Itasca Project Regional Transit System Return on Investment 
Assessment, 40% of downtown Minneapolis and St.Paul commuters use tran-
sit. According to "e Met Council, transit riders are more than ⅓ of peak hour 
users of major freeways. "e Met Council also said that building out a full transit 
system would give many regional employers access to an additional half a mil-
lion people within half hour commute. Our data also showed the importance 
of public transportation. Our rides data was from the Minnesota Dashboard. 
Our Municipal Street Aid data came from a Legislative Analyst at the House of 
Representatives Research Department. Our graph showed that when the money 
spent on Municipal Street Aid increased the number of rides taken on public 
transportation increased. Looking at our graph it's clear that even though state is 
spending more money on municipal street aid, is not negatively a%ecting public 
transportation ridership, as you can see public transportation is going up at the 
same time they're spending more in municipal street aid. 

Because many people in the Twin Cities use transportation and it bene#ts em-
ployers we believe that the government should spend more money on street aid. 
According to the Itasca Project Regional Transit System Return on Investment 
Assessment, building the 2030 regional plan would result in $6.6 – 10.1 billion 
in direct bene#ts, on a $4.4 billion investment (between 2030 - 2045). Accelerat-
ing the system buildout to 2023 would result in increased direct bene#ts: $10.7 
– 16.5 billion on a $5.3 billion investment. More community growth near transit 
stations would also increase the return on investment by additional $2 - $4 bil-
lion. In addition to the quanti#ed direct bene#ts, the region would bene#t from 
many wider economic bene#ts like increased access to employers (an additional 
500,000 within 30-minute commute) and 30,000 more construction jobs with 
$4.3 billion dollars in economic impacts.

Money spent on transportation is money well spent for all Minnesotans.



Group 19

Violent Crimes A%ect Vulnerable Individuals 
Leading them to Homelessness

Yomaris(67A), Marco(64B), Avniel(67A), and Noah(65B)

Spending on Homeless Prevention

Violent Crime Index

 "Two things happened when I turned 12, my Father who used to beat the hell out of us le& home and the 
other thing that happened is I started using drugs... One of my friends said 'Here try this it will make you 
feel better', and it did.  When I turned 13, my Mum found a new partner who lived at home with us. He 
raped me regularly and abused my younger sisters as well. I was only 13.” When Rebecca turned 14 she was 
tired if the abuse and asked her mother to pick between her or her boyfriend. "en her mom decided that 
she rather be with her boyfriend, and that's when Rebecca’s homelessness commenced.

Violent abuse a%ects both female and male which leads to homelessness.



We recommend a program that provides donations that include clothing and transporta-
tion devices such as bikes for those in need to prevent people from stealing and committing 
crimes. We also suggest a service or support group that helps young teens and adults to 
recognize when they’re being sexually harassed or abused and defend themselves.

“I was very afraid of knives. My father used a kitchen knife to give me a “Glasgow 
Smile” when I was four years old. He blinded my le& eye with his cigar at sixteen, 
cutting the eyelid away #rst so I would have no choice but to watch. "en he made 
me retrain myself in how to shoot. So I swallowed my fear of my boss returning 
and traded the man’s drugs for a handgun. I didn’t use it, but showing it to others 
kept me safer than I had been. I learned how to hide it, but also, that sleeping was 
dangerous.

One day my dad never came back. I waited and watched, but the dangers were 
growing where I was. "e few women there were used by the violent people, or 
were duped into sex by using their mental illness against them. I stepped in to help 
one woman, but then didn’t use her myself. When they saw that, they called me a 
faggot and raped me, too.

My blind eye still hurt. I had no medicine for it, or for the rapid cycle bipolar I’d 
su%ered since childhood. I had tried to get over my fear and ask for help, but peo-
ple didn’t want to help me. Most of them just looked through me until mental ill-
ness and drugs made me fear I was truly fading and they actually couldn’t see me. 
"e few who helped at all always wanted something, and the men who traded oral 
sex for a hot meal just threw me back on the street again no matter how I begged 
or what I promised to do. Each time I was afraid the person I approached might be 
one of my abusers, and the fear was choking me. Eventually, I stopped trying.” 

"is man su%ered a lot while growing up, he tried to get help, various times not 
intelligently but he soon gave up and ended up homeless, he received help and 
started his new life. He has a son now, and he's making sure his son doesn't go 
through the same pain he had to go through.

We obtained the data from Minnesota Housing Finance Agency and Minnesota's 
Crime Statistics. Our graph shows that the crime statistics has decreased and the 
homelessness has increased. We would like to know what you have done to prevent 
homelessness and crime. 

You guys have obviously done a good job on decreasing the amount of homeless-
ness throughout the years. Unfortunately the crime statistics instead of decreasing 
have increased. We recommend a program that provides donations that include 
clothing,transportation devices such as bikes for those in need to prevent people 
from stealing and committing crimes, we also suggest a service or support group 
that helps young teens and adults to recognize when they're being sexually ha-
rassed or abused and defend themselves.



Group 20

Money Spent on Education and Juvenile Crime Rate

Beth (64A), Erica (65B), Amaya (64A), and Natalie (64A)

“I meant it as a joke” Nick said. He had lit a hole underneath the soap dispenser with a lighter to clog it, as he 
was skipping class hiding away in the bathroom. He attempted to put out the !ame with a paper towel, but 
it caught on #re.“I tried to put out the !ame with another paper towel, but that caught on #re too,” he said. 
He eventually was caught and he pleaded guilty to larceny, which got him six months of probation and had 
to do 20 hours of community service. His second o%ense was treated more harshly, serving six months in a 
juvenile detention facility. "is is an example of juvenile crime, and we thought that if the state spent more 
on education, instances like these would be less and less common.



In health class we read a book about decision making. "at story was one of the many included, and it 
intrigued all of us. We decided to #gure out if the amount of spending on education would increase or 
decrease the amount of juvenile crime.

We collected our data the way that most do. We searched the internet using common key terms, trying 
to generalize what we were searching for. "en, we found what we wanted and had gotten some research 
done with that data. We called several di%erent people at the budget o$ce, but we could not #nd what we 
were looking for there. Finally we were able to get a set of education spending data from our math teacher. 
A&er that we found our second set, the juvenile crime rate. Unfortunately, we weren't able to use all of the 
years’ data from the education set, because we were unable to #nd years farther past 1990.

Surprisingly enough, the data that we found shows that the more the state of Minnesota spends on educa-
tion, there are more juvenile crimes. 

Because of this surprising result, our suggestion for the budget workers is to look deeper at the data they 
#nd. To look at more speci#c areas of the education spending, and compare those to the juvenile crime, 
and see what is making the crime increase. "e policy you should consider is spending less on education 
and focusing a little deeper on spending the minnesota budget on di%erent things to ful#ll the enjoyment 
of youth so they could be independent and successful in di%erent areas besides education so the don't get 
involved in juvenile crime.

"e less education a person has they're more 
likely to be involved in juvenile crime. By 
simply spending more money on education 
youth can have a better education so they 
don't end up going in the wrong path.



Group 1
https://www.minnpost.com/politics-policy/2015/06/minnesotas-other-prison-problem-race

https://education.state.mn.us/mdeprod/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dDocName=004376&RevisionSelec-
tionMethod=latestReleased&Rendition=primary

http://all4ed.org/press/crime-rates-linked-to-educational-attainment-new-alliance-report-#nds/

http://all4ed.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/SavingFutures.pdf

https://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/ecp.pdf

General-Fund-Spending-by-major-area.pdf

Group 2
https://docs.google.com/a/stpaul.k12.mn.us/spreadsheets/d/1V_4pTVIuMR1Y7QB1djpMZ2nRcRwJFXyrP-
TumSqeMRQc/edit?usp=sharing
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